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TORTOISES WILL EAT FLOWERS

These tortoises have high-domed backs and are of the land variety.   Though they enjoy warm

bread and milk, they are by nature vegetarians, and their food usually consists of lettuce leaves,

dandelion foliage and similar fare.   At the same time, they are quite partial to flowers.

TORTOISES are, of course, reptiles, and
there are two sorts commonly kept as
pets. The first is the Land Tortoise,
with rather a high domed back, and the
second the Pond or Water Tortoise,
whose shell is much lower and who may
have his hind feet webbed like those of
a duck.

A Home for a Tortoise.

Housing. Owing to their habit of
wandering and their propensity for
tender seedlings in the garden it is wise
to have a box turned on its side as
a home for a land tortoise. A little
hay may be placed in the box as
bedding and one should build round
it a pen of narrow wire netting
attached with tarred string to upright
bamboo rods. Such a pen is very
easily movable.

Water tortoises are happiest when
there is a shallow pond in the garden ;
and, where necessary, it is worth while
to make one specially by sinking a
shallow metal bath or some such
receptacle in the ground.

Feeding. Both types of tortoise find
a saucer of bread and milk acceptable.

The land tortoise is, however, a strict
vegetarian and will enjoy mostly fresh
lettuce, dandelion leaves, cut clover,
sunflower foliage and similar fare.
Water tortoises live entirely on small
worms, grubs, slugs and insects.
These pets hibernate or sleep away
the winter, the land variety digging
holes and burying themselves, whilst
their water cousins prefer the mud of a
pond. When a tortoise fails to hiber-
nate naturally it should, towards the
end of September, be placed in the
middle of a deep wooden box packed
round with leaves, hay and straw and
put away in a cool shed or cellar until
the spring. Even then, when first it
wakens, it will need to be kept in a
warm place by night.
After Hibernation.
Another point is that after the
winter's sleep your tortoise may have
his lips and eyes encrusted with saliva.
If this happens bathe twice a day
until the trouble has been removed,
using a swab of cotton wool dipped
in warm water with a little boracic
powder.